
 

Welcome to Raider Catholic! 
Raider Catholic represents all of the Catholic student organizations that make up the Catholic 
Student Center at Texas Tech University and is the largest ministry of St. Elizabeth University 
Parish. Both St. Elizabeth University Parish and Raider Catholic are served by the Dominican Friars 
of the Province of St. Martin de Porres and the Diocese of Lubbock. It’s been an exciting year! We 
broke ground for the John Saleh Catholic Student Center on May 1st — an 18,888 square foot 
student center that will serve the future generations of Catholics at Texas Tech. We hope you enjoy 
this update from all the Raider Catholics! 
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Our dream has become a reality. Sunday, May 1 we held the ground-breaking for the new John 
Saleh Catholic Student Center. Many years in the making, we now have the beginnings of the first 
phase of construction to start later on in the summer. While this is no small feat, we have to thank 
those that have helped us make this a reality. Many donors, hours of viewing and reviewing plans 
by committee members, meetings with the architects, the sacrifice of various members of student 
organizations of the Catholic Student Center have led us to this point. 

You, our readers, can certainly continue to help us as we begin the construction. Your prayers, 
encouragement and financial assistance would be appreciated as you are invited to partner with us 
in continuing to bring the Good News of the Gospel to the Plains of 
North Texas and beyond. Mr. John Saleh helped us begin this dream 
and make it a reality for the future of the students at Texas Tech. 
Please consider making a pledge for the continuing growth of the 
student population of the University which by 2020 is projected to 
grow to 40,000 with the Catholic population estimated to be about 
8,500. May we continue praying for each other as this project gets 
under way. May you experience God’s many blessings in the coming 
summer months. 

Fr. Emiliano Zapata, O.P. 
Pastor, St. Elizabeth University Parish 
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“Mr. John Saleh helped 
us begin this dream 
and make it a reality 
for the future of the 
students at Texas 
Tech.” 

FR. EMILIANO ZAPATA, O.P.

Brent Forsythe, Intern & Fr. Emiliano Zapata, O.P., Pastor



SPRING 2016 RAIDER CATHOLIC NEWSLETTER

Greetings from the South Plains! As we come to the 
end of another academic year, I reflect on all that 
has happened in the “normalcy” of life in campus 
ministry. One of the greatest things to happen was 
the groundbreaking for the John Saleh Catholic 
Student Center. This event opens a new chapter in 
ministry to the students of Texas Tech by allowing 
us to begin the exciting process of building the 
necessary space to continue our ongoing ministry 
as well as prepare to expand the outreach we do. 

At this this time, we are at 76.5% of our total goal of 
$6.8 million to open the doors completely debt free 
and in a financial position securing the ability to 
meet the ongoing demands of the ever-growing 
student population. We currently have over 600 
active students involved in some capacity in the 
campus ministry. Over 1,300 students attend 
Mass each weekend with several thousand more 
on campus waiting to learn more about our ministry and participate in all we have to offer. 
Reaching these students is not possible without your ongoing prayers and financial support. 

Raider Promise (raiderpromise.org) is our way of keeping 
everyone informed about the building process and all of 
the opportunities available to help give back to the 
campus ministry which has impacted thousands of TTU 
students and alumni. If you have already made the 
commitment to be a part of the Raider Promise, thank you! 
If you are waiting for the right time to become a part of 
Raider Promise, NOW is the time! If 500 families will 
commit to making an ongoing contribution as small as 
$25.00 a month, this will add an additional $12,500.00 a 
month to the budget. A new way to get involved in the 
Raider Promise campaign is to host a house party for all 

your Red Raider Catholic friends to learn more about all the great things happening with the Raider 
Catholic ministry; and how making a financial commitment to Raider Promise will allow us to help 
students grow in their Faith and make friends for a lifetime. Please visit the Raider Promise website 
(raiderpromise.org) or contact me to stay up to date on the building process and all the ways you 
can make a difference in the lives of Raider Catholics! Thank you for your ongoing prayers and 
support. God bless you and your family. 

Greg Ramzinski 
Director, Raider Catholic 
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“At this this time, we are at 
76.5% of our total goal of 
$6.8 million to open the 
doors completely debt free 
and in a financial position 
securing the ability to meet 
the ongoing demands of the 
ever-growing student 
population.” 

GREG RAMZINSKI

Greg Ramzinski
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I hope that you’re doing well and that your summer has 
gotten off to a good start. I am finishing up my first year as a 
priest! I was ordained on June 20, 2015, and was assigned as 
the Chaplain to the Catholic Student Center at Texas Tech 
University and as the Associate Pastor of St. Elizabeth 
University Parish in Lubbock, Texas. It has been a very 
rewarding and fun year ministering to and working with the 
students at Texas Tech. 

Student involvement at Raider Catholic continues to grow, 
new activities and groups are forming, and our graduating 
students have left a positive mark on their younger peers and 
on me. We also broke ground for the John Saleh Catholic 
Student Center on May 1st! 

This is also an exciting year for the Dominicans in the 
Southern U.S. and across the world as the Dominican Order 
celebrates 800 years! To 

commemorate the 800th year anniversary, another Dominican friar, 
Fr. Thomas, and I, are going on a walking pilgrimage from New 
Orleans, Louisiana, to the National Shrine of St. Martin de Porres in 
Memphis, Tennessee. During this 30 day walk we hope to meet many 
people, spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and introduce them to the 
Dominican friars. You can keep up with us on our journey by visiting 
www.opsouth.org/friarsonfoot. 

Have a great summer! 

Fr. Francis Orozco, O.P. 
Chaplain, Raider Catholic 
Associate Pastor, St. Elizabeth University Parish 
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“Student involvement at 
Raider Catholic 
continues to grow, new 
activities and groups are 
forming, and our 
graduating students 
have left a positive mark 
on their younger peers 
and on me.” 

FR. FRANCIS OROZCO, O.P.

Fr. Francis Orozco, O.P.

Raider Catholics at the new Student Center groundbreaking
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Greetings all! The Spring 2016 semester was a very exciting time for Raider Catholic.  As many of 
you may know, we finally did our ceremonial groundbreaking for the John Saleh Catholic Student 

Center. This was an exciting time for our community because it shows 
that the project that has taken so much time and effort is going into 
fruition. The students of Raider Catholic are extremely excited to be able 
to call this new building their home. The financing is not completely 
finished with the student center, though. We are nearly 80% done with 
funding, and still need your help and prayers. If you feel called to donate 
towards this outstanding cause, we thank you in advance for your 
contributions. The donations and prayers that you send towards the 
building of this student center will help house the next generation of the 
Catholic faith in Lubbock. 

I would also like to thank Fr. Emiliano Zapata, O.P., Greg Ramzinski, Fr. Francis Orozco, O.P., Br. 
Nicholas Reynolds, O.P., and so many others for your support while I have been Intern this 
academic year. This opportunity truly came as a blessing to me and it helped me grow in my faith. I 
will carry with me the lessons I have learned into the next phase of my life. I am graduating this 
May and will be moving to Dallas. I may be moving away from Lubbock, but my heart will always 
be partly with Raider Catholic. Thank you all for the memories throughout this past year.  

Wreck ‘Em Tech! Class of 2016 
Brent Forsythe 
Intern, Raider Catholic 
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“I may be moving 
away from 
Lubbock, but my 
heart will always 
be partly with 
Raider Catholic.” 

BRENT FORSYTHE

Brent Forsythe & Br. Nicholas Reynolds, O.P.
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DYRT - DIOCESAN YOUTH RETREAT TEAM 
The Diocesan Youth Retreat Team (DYRT) is a ministry focused in bringing the youth from the 
Diocese of Lubbock, and beyond, closer to Christ through retreats. As we have read from 
evaluations, the youth usually come in with an attitude of indifference, but they leave the retreat 
joyfully and with more knowledge about their faith. We lead retreats in a fun environment while 
keeping it serious and focused on the mission. Each retreat is formed by prayer, talks, discussions, 
skits, music, sacraments, and more. All of the activities and preparation for the retreat are lead by 
college students who are members of St. Elizabeth University Parish in Lubbock, TX. 

In the Spring of 2016 we lead three retreats, one of which was held in the Diocese of San Angelo, 
and the other two in the parishes of Holy Spirit in Lubbock and Our Lady of Guadalupe in Snyder. 
DYRT was also a participant at the annual Diocesan Youth Rally at Christ the King Cathedral. More 
than 500 youth were present. Our staffers lead entertainment breakouts 
while others spoke about the one, holy, Catholic, and apostolic Church. 

We are very grateful for all of your support since DYRT began in 2004. 
Please continue to support us by praying for the ministry, encouraging 
other parishes to book us, and if you feel called, by donating to help 
better our ministry in every way possible. I am delighted to close this 
academic year with four successful retreats and a youth rally. It has 
been an outstanding year full of growth, individually and collectively. 
DYRT Leadership is pleased to hand on this ministry to the new leaders 
for the upcoming academic year. Again, please continue to pray for the 
youth we minister to, our staffers, and our leaders. 
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“Please continue to 
support us by praying 
for the ministry, 
encouraging other 
parishes to book us, 
and if you feel called, 
by donating to help 
better our ministry in 
every way possible.” 

CARLOS SALAS, 
DIRECTOR OF DYRT

DYRT 70: SON Followers (Holy Spirit Church, Lubbock, TX)
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WOMEN OF FAITH 
This past semester Women of Faith focused on weekly studies from 
scripture in the book of Luke. Every third week we also focused on a 
book study, “How to Find My Soulmate Without Losing My Soul,” by 
the Catholic couple Jason and Crystalina Evert. We have done many 
fundraisers for Raider Promise, in order to help build our new Catholic 
Student Center. At the beginning of the semester we held a small 
donation drive for the Texas Boy’s Ranch of Lubbock and collected 
items that they needed. In February we sold Crush sodas with 
scriptures on them for people to send to their crushes anonymously 
on Valentine’s Day; this was also a good bonding opportunity for our girls to come together. Our 
biggest fundraiser was our annual Sadie Hawkins dance where the girls ask the boys to go to the 
dance. We were able to make over $300 and give some of the profits to Raider Promise. Now that 
our year has come to an end, we also discerned for the new Women of Faith Leadership for the 
2016-2017 school year. We added three new positions to the leadership group. The new positions 
are Co-Event Coordinators 1 and 2 as well as Treasurer. The new small faith group leaders of next 
year are Allison Baas, Monica García, and Miranda Vasquez. The following have been chosen to fill 
the new leadership positions: Mireya Tarin (Event Coordinator 1), Emily Tann (Event Coordinator 2), 
and Joanna Nasta (Treasurer). We would like to thank everyone who helped us have a successful 
and blessed year. 
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“We have done many 
fundraisers for Raider 
Promise, in order to 
help build our new 
Catholic Student 
Center.” 

ANALUCIA SPEER, 
SMALL FAITH GROUP LEADER

Women of Faith
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CATHOLIC STUDENT ASSOCIATION (CSA) 
The Texas Tech Catholic 
Student Association had 
another tremendously 
successful semester. The 
community has grown 
once again with more 
wonderful followers of 
Christ. Our members have 
done an excellent job 
helping us grow in the 
three pillars of faith, 
fellowship, and service. 

Weekly, a group of our 
members gather to pray the 

rosary and enjoy fellowship with a meal. Our Freshman & Transfer Student Bible Study also meets 
weekly to deepen their faith and enjoy fellowship with one another. Throughout the semester, CSA 
has had several service events at places such as Catholic Charities and Morris Safe House. Every 
Wednesday afternoon students gather at the Kent Hance Chapel on the Texas Tech Campus for 
daily Mass. We had many successful fellowship events throughout the semester as well. Our 
community had the chance to enjoy fellowship at many of our social events, such as Java Jams 2.0 
and a pool party at the Texas Tech Leisure Pool. The Catholic Student Association Leadership is 
extremely pleased with the success of the semester, and we hope and pray that the community 
continues to grow with one another. We look forward to a wonderful new academic year, and 
cannot wait to continue growing in faith, fellowship, and service. 
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Catholic Student Association supporting Christ the King Cathedral School basketball

CSA Freshman & Transfer Student Bible Study
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TECH KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #14426 
The Texas Tech Knights of Columbus have completed yet another exciting semester! Various 
volunteer projects have been the dominant story this semester, along with recruiting. The Council 
has welcomed five new members 
since January. The Council has 
hopes for the newest members, with 
all of them truly living up to what it 
means to be Catholic gentlemen. In 
addition to recruiting, another 
highlight of the semester is the 
council's first annual BBQ Cook-off. 
This event benefited St. Joseph 
School in Slaton, Texas. We look 
forward to building on to this event 
for many years to come. Keep in 
touch with the Council via Facebook 
(fb.com/techkofc) or Twitter 
(@techkofc) for upcoming details! 

RAIDER AWAKENING 
Raider Awakening is a Catholic-oriented retreat lead by college students for college students, and 
it is really fun. The retreat is held once a semester and its purpose is to awaken the faith life of 
college students. This retreat is held in small groups with leaders, and retreaters get the chance to 
listen to some great talks. They spend an entire weekend packed with fun, a lot of friendly people, 
and a lot of faith. As many as 300 students are involved in this retreat every semester, and the 

numbers keep growing. 

The next Raider Awakening retreat will 
be number 55, and has been themed 
“Chosen Through Love.” It is going to 
take place October 7-9, 2016, and sign-
ups will become available on 
www.raidercatholic.org in the next few 
weeks. If you have any questions you 
can contact us through 
raiderawakening@raidercatholic.org. 

WWW.RAIDERCATHOLIC.ORG !9

Knights of Columbus #14426 First Annual BBQ Cook-off

Raider Awakening #54: Faithfully Renewed
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CHI RHO (XP) - CATHOLIC CO-ED FRATERNITY 
Chi Rho Fraternity is a Catholic, co-ed service based organization founded at Texas Tech University 
in 1964. Chi Rho is built on the three pillars of Faith, Service, and Brotherhood. This fraternity is all 
about giving back to the Lubbock community while developing and creating a brotherhood within 
our members. We also strive to help our brothers expand their faith during their undergraduate 
career. Every year, we honor Chi Rho traditions such as Big Brother-Little Brother reveal, paddle 
exchanges between big and little, Barn Dance, Goat Roast, and many more. 

Chi Rho strives to give back to the community that supports it, by engaging in worthwhile service 
projects for the Church, Texas Tech, as well as Lubbock as a whole. Some of these activities 
include: Catholic Charities, Adopt-A-Highway, Haven Animal Shelter, Ronald McDonald Charities, 
and many others. Chi Rho continues to provide service with fundraising taking place for Relay for 
Life. The plans that Chi Rho has for the future are great ones as XP has established a promise to 
raise funds over the next three years for the building of the new Catholic Student Center. Chi Rho 
hopes to continue the great relationship that it shares with the Church as well as the other 
organizations that exist within St. Elizabeth University Parish. 

Every semester Chi Rho takes a pledge class, and welcomes them as Active members when the 
semester ends. This semester was no different as many new Actives joined the ranks of Chi Rho. 
Chi Rho is always looking for any new members and invites any and all to the recruitment 
opportunities that are held at the start of the semester. 
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Chi Rho members at the new Student Center groundbreaking
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RAIDER PROMISE UPDATE 
We would like to take this opportunity to formally say “Thank You” to the Chi Rho Alumni 
Association for their gift of over $86,000 for future scholarships, and also $15,000 to the Raider 
Promise Building Fund for the new John Saleh Catholic Student Center. The three scholarships 
(Chris Hernandez, Fr. Tito Sammut, and Richard Knezek) will fill a need that the Catholic 
Student Center has prayed for for many years. We want all Chi Rho 
Alumni to know that all three scholarships are in interest bearing 
accounts, and that we ask for your continued support of these 
scholarships. We also make a pledge to all Chi Rho to actively 
promote these scholarships to the Texas Tech Catholic community. 

On a personal note I would like to say that it is great to have 
brothers and sisters from Chi Rho and I have memories that I will 
never forget. Can you believe that our interim president of Texas 
Tech University is Chi Rho’s own Dr. John Opperman? 
Congratulations John! 

Rick Jackson 
Building Committee Chair 
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connect with usPrayer of Blessing 

All-powerful and all-merciful Father, you 
have created all things through your Son 

and have made him the unshakable 
foundation of your kingdom. 

Through the gift of your eternal wisdom, 
grant that the undertaking we begin today 
for your glory and our own well-being, may 

progress day by day to its successful 
completion. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. @raidercatholic


